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Hello Everyone

Hope all is well; I'd like to begin this article with a mention of the weather and recent
rain. Fortunately for some there have been some good falls around but certainly not
general enough for everyone to benefit. March is closing in on us, the temperatures have
eased, all we can do is wait and see.

Following the Corporate Plan feedback, Council did a workshop to incorporate
community expectations into the Corporate Plan.  As an outcome of that, the draft Plan
has been completed and distributed to the community for further feedback. Once these
responses are received by no later than the 7 April, we will finalise the Plan and have it
presented at the April Council meeting. 

Bridie Reid organised a morning tea to celebrate International Women’s Day which was
held at the Jundah Roadhouse. The event was well attended with local ladies and some
upcoming female leaders from Jundah State School. The campaign theme this year was
#ChooseToChallenge and Cr Diane Pidgeon gave a presentation on the topic.

Last month I reported the upcoming visit by His Excellency the Honourable Paul de Jersey AC, Governor of Queensland,
visit to the Barcoo Shire. The Governor visited Windorah on Friday 19 March from 2.00pm – 3.00pm, hosting an
afternoon tea. The event was well attended with many Windorah residents and school children from Windorah and
Jundah State Schools. All families in attendance received a book, The Governors of Modern Queensland. Thank you to
the Windorah Development Board and volunteers for the catering, it was a lovely afternoon.
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CEO Paul Hockings, Cr Andrew Miller, Mayor Sally O'Neil, The Honorable
Paul De Jersy & Cr Roger Batt.



The following is the externally funded project status update:
Windorah K&C and culverts – Virtue St culverts due to commence mid-May
Windorah water treatment plant – Tank installed, contractors due to establish
on site mid to late April
Stonehenge tennis court – Programmed to commence late April
Rural Addressing – Stage 1 & 2 complete, currently progressing through stage
3
Shire Roads signage – Signs ordered 
Jundah roadhouse culverts – Recommencing works mid-April
Jundah Hall – Works in progress, stumps 50% complete, ceiling 70% complete
Windorah RFS/SES shed – complete
Jundah Information Centre and Post Office upgrade – complete
McPhellemay’s crossing – project put on hold due to river runs
Haughtonvale Rd culvert/floodway – yet to commence due to confirmation of
additional Council funding 21/22 FY
Yaraka Retreat Rd culvert/floodway – due to commence late May for
completion by end of July
Stonehenge water treatment plant new shed and filter upgrade – works in
progress
Connemarra Rd bridge replacement – Start date is scheduled for mid-April.

The following is an update of our work crews and their progress on roads around the Shire. Ronnie Rayment’s crew have
recently completed a side-track for a pave and seal on the Birdsville Rd and are now on the pave and seal project at
Cuddapin. Jason Beilby’s crew have completed 4 subgrade lots ready for testing on the Morney stage 2 pave and seal.
Contractors Gulf Civil are currently working on Jundah Winton Rd and Connemarra Rd flood damage. Recently awarded
contractor crew Moore Civil are due to mobilise to site early April to commence work around Stonehenge and Jundah.  The
Shire contractor crew have completed shoulders on Windorah Quilpie Rd Clifton Ck to Tenham and are currently doing
maintenance on Tenham Rd. The maintenance grader has completed maintenance on the Yaraka Retreat Rd and is now on
Jundah Quilpie Rd. Some of these works have been delayed due to wet weather.  Shire Crews are due to go on break from
26 March and returning 14 April.  If there are sections of roads requiring immediate attention, please notify the Council.
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Don’t forget, Council meetings are open to the public
and all community members are welcome. Council
meetings are rotated around the three towns and we
notify via an online flyer of upcoming Council meeting
dates and times.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me on the details below
if you have any queries or concerns.
           
Regards Sally
Mayor Barcoo Shire Council
sally.oneil@barcoo.qld.gov.au
0424 791 449

Morney Stage 2 Pave & Seal

Windorah Water Treament Plant 

mailto:Sally.oneil@barcoo.qld.gov.au
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B A R C O O  H I S T O R Y  
C O L I N  O L I V E R  R E E D

Robert Hogan, Adelaide SA, March 2021

Colin Reed, who is interred in the Windorah Cemetery, was a great-uncle of mine, on my mother’s side. Some years ago, I
researched the war history of my grandfather, Colin’s younger brother Thomas Reed. During the COVID ‘lockdown’ last year
I decided to research the war records his 2 older brothers, Kenneth and Colin, who I knew had also served in France. As well
as looking through the WW1 Army records in the National Archives, I did a Google search using Colin’s name. The first item
that came up was the Barcoo Shire Community Newsletter Issue Number 162 of November 2018 reporting the Windorah
Cemetery Armistice Day ceremony of Sunday 11 November 2018, remembering the lives of the two WWI soldiers interred
there, Private Colin Reed and Sergeant Joseph Conlan.

I was immediately touched that the Windorah community had honored them on the 100-year anniversary of the end of that
War. On reading the account of Colin’s service and life I realized that the descendant who provided the detail of Colin’s
service had mixed up the lives of Colin and Thomas. This is not surprising as there are many Reed descendants, and it is
easy for us subsequent generations to mix family reminiscences. 

The details given about Colin enlisting at 17 years age, being severely wounded on his 19th birthday and the first to return
home from the war are those of Thomas. He put his age up a year, stating it at 18 years 1 month rather than 17 years 1
month, and getting the consent of his mother to enlist ‘him being under the age of 21 years and wanting to enlist’. I’ve no
doubt he would have badgered his mother to sign so that he could join his brothers, who had enlisted 3 and 4 months
previously. Thomas suffered his second and most severe wounding, ‘shrapnel wounds, left leg and face’ on 2 October 1917,
the day before his 19th birthday. Five weeks later, after evacuation to England, his left leg was amputated just below the
crutch. He was returned to Australia and discharged in November 1918. Despite living on crutches for the rest of his life, the
amputation being too high to fit a ‘wooden leg’, he had an active life and lived to 75 years of age.

The Reed family (parents, 6 boys and 1 girl) lived in the SA town of Hawker, 400 km north of Adelaide in the Flinders Ranges.
When Colin left school, he had completed an apprenticeship and was working as a saddler. He enlisted in the AIF on 1
September 1915 aged 18 years and 11 months, one month after his eldest brother Kenneth (aged 24 years 7 months at
enlistment). Colin was assigned to the 2nd reinforcements 32nd Battalion, as had Kenneth been 1 month earlier. On 11
January 1916 they embarked from Adelaide for Egypt and became part of the newly formed 8th Brigade. After further
training the Brigade embarked on the troop ship Transylvania for Marseille France, arriving 23 June 1916. The battalion was
committed to the front for the first time on 16 July 1916, and after taking up position in the trenches took part in the
fighting around Fromelles. Three days into battle Kenneth was wounded, a gunshot wound to the left hand, and the
following day Colin was wounded, a shrapnel wound to the left shoulder. Fighting must have been fierce, as the battalion
suffered 718 casualties—a third of its total casualties for the entire war. For Kenneth and Colin their injuries must have
been relatively minor, as both returned to their unit 2 weeks later. 

Four months later, on 3 December Colin was evacuated to hospital suffering ‘trench foot’, a common malady in the
trenches, but after 10 days in hospital returned to his unit. Apparently, for many of his years in Windorah, Colin suffered
terribly from foot problems which he attributed to his war service. On September 6 1917, he was transferred to the 8th
Brigade Machine Gun (MG) company, which in 1918 became part of the 5th MG battalion. He served in this company for the
remainder of the war.

On 30 November 1918, just after the armistice, Colin was ‘detached to 18th Australian Auxiliary Hospital’ No details are
given of any illness or injury, but one week later he was ‘marched out - leave to UK’. He spent 3 weeks on leave in London
before returning to France on 29 December. His brother Kenneth was on leave for the same period, so they may have spent
that leave together. On 1 April 1919 they were both ‘marched out to UK’ and disembarked in Weymouth the following day.
This was obviously pending return to Australia, and 6 weeks later, on May 15, they were ‘embarked for return to Australia’
on the troopship Orontes. On June 26 they disembarked in Adelaide and on August 18 were discharged 



All 3 brothers returned to Hawker after discharge. Colin resumed his saddlery work, but apparently couldn’t settle. Family
folklore, which I heard from my grandfather and mother was that he returned ‘shell-shocked’, and sometime later, without
telling a soul, climbed on a horse and rode north, never to return. I later learned that around 1926 his older brother
Cameron, who had been rejected for AIF service due to foot problems, returned to Hawker, on his way back to Arrabury
Station, Queensland after droving cattle to SA. Colin joined Cameron on the ride north and worked with him on Arrabury
station. Later Colin worked on Cordillo Downs Station, where Cameron last saw him in 1933. Colin’s father Frank had died in
1922 before Colin left Hawker, but his mother and other siblings never saw him again.

Colin apparently came to Windorah about 1933, settling in a tin hut on the town outskirts, where he worked as a saddler,
mended clocks and did odd jobs. He had developed an interest in photography soon after returning to Hawker, spending
time capturing pictures of the crumbling relics of bush culture, which he believed had been bought to an end by the war,
and blamed the Germans for its demise. He is recorded as having photographed the opening of the Innamincka Hostel in
1926, most probably on the ride to Arrabury with Cameron. His photography continued in Windorah, riding his bicycle for
miles around the area, constantly railing against Germans, the Catholic Church, rising prices and his self-imposed isolation.
These descriptions I think fit what was then seen as ‘shell-shock’; which we now recognize as PTSD.

Colin lived in Windorah for the remainder of his life. In his closing years local publican, Mrs Nancy Geiger, cooked and cared
for him. Noting he was slowly becoming feebler and frailer she persuaded him to come into town with her, and for his last
3-4 years lived in an old caravan, covered by a bough shelter, at the rear of the hotel. When he became very weak the RFDS
were called and he was flown to the Charleville Base Hospital, where he died 2 days before ANZAC Day 1984 aged 87 years.
His body was returned to Windorah for burial, and his grave and headstone is that of a returned WW1 soldier, provided by
the Department of Veterans Affairs in recognition of service. It was not until his death that surviving family knew of his
whereabouts, and long life in outback Queensland. He is registered as an Unsung Hero in the Outback Stockman’s Hall of
Fame.
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Colin, Kenneth & Thomas Reed



This month we welcomed Gypsy to the Barcoo Shire
team as our new Community & Tourism
Coordinator. Gypsy has previously worked in Local
Government in various roles from Community
Support Officer to RADF Liaison Officer at Paroo
Shire. Gypsy lived and worked in Ilfracombe before
starting in Local Government roles so she is not
completely new to the Barcoo Environment. Some of
Gypsy's hobbies include gardening, natural
therapies & mindfulness. Gypsy has one son who
lives in Toowoomba and is a artist.  
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COMMUNITY & TOURISM COORDINATOR

COUNCIL WISHES EVERYONE A SAFE AND HAPPY EASTER! 

Barcoo Shire Council wishes to remind everyone of the
Jundah Roadhouse Hours over the Easter period. Jundah
Roadhouse will be CLOSED Good Friday and reopen
Saturday 3rd April, 8am - 2pm. Jundah Council Office will be
closed from Thursday 1st April 5pm until Tuesday 6th April
8.30am. 
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The community of Barcoo are at it again - on Friday 26th March, the Jundah community hosted the second round of social
Netball at the Jundah Sports Complex. The second time around drew a larger crowd allowing for plenty of subs, a couple of
the fellows even joined in on the last quarter. We had attendees from all over the Shire eager to have a social game and
get to know one another. The Jundah court sure did put the participants to the test as the first game was hosted in
Windorah on a much smaller court. A couple of minor casualties and plenty of laughs and it’s safe to say that everyone
enjoyed themselves. The Jundah community wishes to thank all that made the effort to travel, participate and spectate. A
fantastic night was had by all. We all look forward to the next round.  If you are interested in playing in the next game to be
held in Stonehenge please contact either Windorah or Stonehenge Information Centres. 

NETBALL IN THE BARCOO 

Adecco Recruitment has partnered with the Australian Bureau of Statistics to recruit 38,000 temporary employees in areas
across the country. These employees will play an important role in helping people to lodge their Census forms for the
Australian National Census 2021. The Census provides valuable insights into the make-up of Australian society and is often
the only source of data on small population groups and small geographic areas, which is why it is vital that we achieve the
highest level of engagement and participation possible within your area. To view our current vacancies, please visit:
https://censusjobs.adecco.com.au/applications.

https://censusjobs.adecco.com.au/applications


Hello everyone and welcome to Jundah State School news for 2021. 

The year has had a very busy start and the students have been working to
complete all the units for the term. Before school started, nine of the teachers from
small schools met at Jundah to collaborate on the assessment tasks and the
planning for the first term. There was also a charge to the Assistant Regional
Director who is now Angela Collins.

We started the school year with Helen and Karen, the swimming coaches, who
donate their own time, spent three days working with the students from all three
schools swimming and lifesaving. James Tait, the teacher from Birdsville worked
with Helen and Karen to attain his certificate for swimming. Laura Kronk, a qualified
dance teacher, ran dance with the students and they all enjoyed the different
activities. The roadhouse catered for lunch and it was a wonderful way to start the
term. There was also a visit from Humphrey B Bear with music and dancing.

We welcomed new families and staff: Cluster teacher: Miss Leslie Byrnes, Shared teacher: Miss Ella Crettenden, Teacher
Aides: Quineen Gilby and Laura Kronk, Admin: Lindy Loudon, Courtney Lees, Cleaner: Courtney Lees and Grounds: Marie
Pitman. A huge thank you to Malcom for doing the grounds while there was no one available. It was greatly appreciated
the helping out when needed.

This year, there are no Kindy students enrolled at the moment. LOTE Japanese will continue via the internet through
Capricornia SDE with all students doing LOTE once a week. Prep enhancement started in Week 5.
The welcome BBQ and leader induction was held with congratulations to: Alice Miller - School Captain, Grace Kronk—Vice-
captain and Lachlan Bateman—Sports Captain.
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Curriculum
This term in Maths students will be working with three of the sub-strands: number and place value, location and
transformation and data representation and interpretation. Years 4 - 6 will also work with fractions and decimals. 
In English this term, we will be exploring characters and settings in texts. Students will describe characters, setting and
events and the older students will explain author’s use of language. Students have read ‘Fantastic Mr Fox’ by Roald Dahl
and are exploring the author’s choices. There are two assessment tasks: Prep to Year 3: students describe character,
setting and events in a familiar imaginative text. Year 4 - 6: students analyse and/or explain the author’s use of language
to develop character, setting and plot in the novel. Years 5 and 6 analyse and compare two characters that interact with
each other during an event in the novel. The second assessment task is to express a preference and give reasons. Prep -
Year 2 express reasons and a personal preference. Year 3 - 6 write a persuasive letter.

Science Term 1 
Science allows students to explore their world and discover new things. Children are naturally curious, therefore learning
science allows students to nurture this curiosity by asking questions and developing the skills to answer those questions.   
In science this term, the students will be studying Earth and Space Sciences with a focus on exploring geological changes
to Earth’s surface. 

This semester the HASS is a History unit. Each unit focuses on students progressively developing HASS Inquiry skills from
Prep to Year 6.
Prep – Year 1 Remembering special events/technology over time and important places.
Purpose: To talk about a special event in their life and how it is celebrated. To explain how technology has shaped daily
life. To investigate an important historical place. 
Year 3 – Year 4 Australia past and present 
Purpose: To investigate factors that shape identity, the importance of laws, the significance of Cook’s exploration, and
impacts of the First Fleet. 
Year 5 – Year 6 Developing citizenship in Australia 
Purpose: Investigate how Australia became a Federation; explore three levels of government and how citizenship rights
have changed for different groups.

The P&C held the AGM and congratulations to: Megan – President, Glen – Treasurer, Georgie - Vice President. Secretary is
vacant and will be elected at the next meeting.

International Women’s Day morning tea was attended by the three senior girls: Alice, Grace K and Isabella. Dianne
Pidgeon spoke about challenges and the student discussed the many challenges they attempt each day. Thanks to QGAP
for organising the event.

Beginning Teachers workshop
Miss Byrnes and Miss Crettenden attended the Beginning Teacher’s workshop in Longreach and found the two days to be
very informative.

Outback Futures
The Outback Futures team visited and the speech pathologist worked with some students and Zoe the occupational
therapist worked with all the students in two groups.
Mother and daughter puberty talk
A puberty talk “What’s it all about” was held in the school library and the students were able to talk with the Women’s
Health nurse.

Governor’s Visit
The visit to Windorah State School included a singing lesson with Miss Victoria and team sport with Miss Peta. There was
the chance to play together. There was also a religion lesson with Steve Cavill.



Barcoo Shire Swimming Carnival
The Barcoo Shire swimming carnival was held last Friday with Stonehenge, Windorah and Jundah State Schools
competing for the Barcoo Shire swimming shield. Congratulations to everyone for a fun day. The results were very close
and congratulations to Jundah State School for winning the trophy.

 
P – 2 Minor Junior Girl Champion

Mila Laidler
P – 2 Minor Junior Boy Champion

Will Geiger and Jack Gorringe
Years 3 & 4 Junior Girl Champion

Bindi Geiger
Years 3 & 4 Junior Boy Champion

Charlie Kidd
Years 5 & 6 Senior Girl Champion

Isabella Reid
Years 5 & 6 Senior Boy Champion

Lachlan Bateman
 

SCHOOL POINTS:
Windorah - Total Points 52 Aggregate Points 5.78

Stonehenge - Total Points 69 Aggregate Points 5.75
Jundah - Total Points 72 Aggregate Points 6.55
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Happy Easter everyone. Have a safe and enjoyable holiday.
Yours in education.
Chris Volker

Our thanks to the Barcoo Shire Council for their
continued sponsorship of our sporting events. 

Jundah SS students with Mayor Sally O'Neil 
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