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The 2026 Outback Queensland Traveller’s Guide features this photo taken at the Windorah sandhills on the front page!

CONTACT COUNCILCONTACT COUNCIL
Jundah Council Office 
Phone: (07) 4658 6900

Email: shire@barcoo.qld.gov.au

Jundah Information Centre & Library
Phone: (07) 4658 6930

Email: jundahinfo@barcoo.qld.gov.au

Stonehenge Information Centre & Library
Phone: (07) 4651 8101

Email: stonehengeinfo@barcoo.qld.gov.au

Windorah Information Centre & Library
Phone: (07) 4656 3063

Email: windorahinfo@barcoo.qld.gov.au

Mayor Sally O'Neil: 0447 723 193
 sally.oneil@barcoo.qld.gov.au

 

Cr Roger Batt: 0448 585 942 
roger.batt@barcoo.qld.gov.au

Cr Andrew Miller: 0428 437 975 
andrew.miller@barcoo.qld.gov.au

Cr Tony Jackson: 0428 583 254
tony.jackson@barcoo.qld.gov.au

Cr James Kidd: 0475 800 388
james.kidd@barcoo.qld.gov.au 

CONTACT COUNCILLORSCONTACT COUNCILLORS

Please send content for the Barcoo Banter to newsletter@barcoo.qld.gov.au

Due date for the next edition is Monday, 23 March 2026.



MAYOR'SMessageMessage
W I T H  S A L L Y  O ' N E I L

Hello Everyone,

I hope you are all well. February certainly hasn’t
disappointed us with regards to rainfall, although still
quite patchy. The countryside lucky enough to be under
these storms is beginning to look fabulous. The runs in
the Barcoo and Thomson rivers is gently filling the
channels setting us up for a good supply of water for
some time. The low pressure system slowly moving
south from the Northern Territory has resulted in
significant falls in the south west part of the Shire,
setting those parts up for a good season ahead. We have
one month left of the season and as we all know
anything can happen, let’s hope it’s steady rain far and
wide.

You may have heard recently of the Lee Kernaghan
concert in Jundah announcement. This news is set to be
a great way to kick off the tourist season and at the same
time celebrate what we have achieved one year on from
the March 2025 weather event.  Thanks to the State
Government funding the Spirit of the Bush Tour, the
attraction of local residents and visitors from afar will
raise much needed funds for our community groups. I
encourage you to register and share with family and
friends to ensure the success of this event. Registration
and event details are below in this edition of the Banter.

The rain and flooded creek crossings didn’t deter the
Honky Tonk Queens from going ahead with their show at
Stonehenge. Unfortunately, due to the wet weather
many people who intended on going were unable to
attend. However, those who attended were entertained
with a fabulous night of showbiz.

The Buy Local, Barcoo campaign has been a great
success to date, and with the generous support of our
sponsors we have been able to extend the campaign for
a further four prize draws. Thank you for participating
and making the program a great success for our local
businesses, and good luck in the upcoming draws.

Congratulations to our new members of the Arts and
Culture committee, Susan McKenzie, Heidi Bateman
and Kayla Gladman. The ladies join Sophia Levy (Chair) 
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Sally O’Neil | Mayor, Barcoo Shire |  sally.oneil@barcoo.qld.gov.au  | 0447 723 193

and Charmaine Batt and will guide, promote and
develop arts and culture across the Barcoo.

The new playgrounds have started construction and are
sure to bring hours of entertainment for the younger
amongst us.

The following is an update of the various projects our
crews are working on throughout the Shire. 

Crew 1 continue working on the Windorah to Long
Crossing rehabilitation project, just been a few delays
with recent rain. 

Crew 2 are due to complete the resheet on the Jundah
Quilpie Rd at the Tenham end. They will then progress to
an extension of the airstrip at Moothandella, to date the
side track is in place.

Flying gang 1 are working on TMR projects installing
guideposts and signage.

Flying gang 2 are preparing a flood way on Moothandella
airstrip project.

Concreting contractor crew establishment delayed
due to wet weather.

Contractor crew 1 continuing flood damage on Tanbar
Rd.

Contractor crew 2 establishment delayed due to wet
weather.

Maintenance grader is now doing maintenance grading
on the Morney Birdsville Rd.

If there are sections of road requiring immediate
attention, please notify Council.

Don’t forget, Council meetings are open to the public
and all community members are welcome. Council
meetings are rotated around the three towns, and we
notify via an online flyer of upcoming Council meeting
dates and times. The next Council Meeting will be held
in Jundah on the 18th of March 2026. Please don’t
hesitate to contact me on the details below if you have
any queries or concerns.

mailto:sally.oneil@barcoo.qld.gov.au
mailto:sally.oneil@barcoo.qld.gov.au
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SPREAD THE WORD!

On Friday, 27 March, Australian country music legend
Lee Kernaghan is bringing the Spirit of the Bush
Community Concert Series to Jundah, and it’s going to
be one incredible night!

We’re asking you to help us spread the word.

Jundah Racecourse
Gates open 4pm | Concert 6 - 10pm
FREE tickets but registration is essential
Register online: barcoospiritofthebush.live

Joining Lee on stage will be Luke Geiger, Robby X and
Jarrad Wrigley, so expect a huge night of country music.

Register early
Jump online and secure your free ticket. Registration is
essential - no ticket, no entry.

Spread the word
Please encourage your friends to register early too. The
sooner we know numbers, the better we can plan for a
fantastic night.

Invite your network to Jundah
Reach out now to friends and family and encourage them
to come to Jundah for the weekend. If we all use our
networks, we’ll build a great crowd and maximise the
benefit to our local businesses, community groups and
town.

http://barcoospiritofthebush.live/


Council NewsCouncil News
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Barcoo Shire Council will commence relocation of the
Jundah Standpipe in March 2026 (weather permitting),
delivering a modern, fit-for-purpose water fill station to
better service operational and community needs.

The upgraded facility will include both potable (drinking)
water and raw river water supply, with dedicated 100mm
and 40mm fill points to accommodate a range of users.

The new system will operate via a smart technology tag
based access structure to improve security and
monitoring to ensure efficient access.

GBA Principal Engineer Johann Visser said the relocation
is about future proofing essential infrastructure while
improving functionality.

“This project delivers a more reliable and better
controlled water filling facility for Jundah,” Johann said.

“By introducing smart technology access and accurate
flow metering, Council can monitor usage effectively
while ensuring authorised users have seamless access
to both potable and raw water supplies.”

FROM TRUCKS TO TROUGHS:
A BETTER WAY TO FILL

The Jundah Treatment Plant fence that was significantly
damaged during the March 2025 Flood Event has been
replaced.

Below: Jundah Treatment Plant fence after the 2025 floods and the new fence.

JUNDAH TREATMENT PLANT FENCE

We’re pleased to welcome James Kingston to Barcoo
Shire Council from 17 March. 

A qualified plumber with more than 15 years’ hands on
experience across Queensland councils and remote
communities, James brings extensive expertise in water
treatment and sewer operations, including recent
experience supervising water and sewer treatment for
Isaac Regional Council.

James will be based in Jundah with his wife and two boys,
with one finishing Year 6 at Jundah State School this year
and the other undertaking homeschooling. 

We look forward to having the Kingston family as part of
the community.

NEW APPOINTMENT

STONEHENGE PLAYGROUND UPGRADE



Barcoo Shire Council is reinforcing its commitment to
workplace health and safety, with a strong focus on
hazard identification and eliminating distractions around
heavy plant and road construction sites.

Work Health and Safety Lead Petrina Cannon said safety
must be actively practised every day.

“Safety isn’t a document on a shelf, it’s something we
practise every single day,” Petrina said. 

“Conditions change quickly in road construction, and we
need everyone identifying hazards before they become
incidents.”

Council has reinforced a clear rule: no use of mobile
phones while operating vehicles or plant. 

Crews are placing devices on silent, storing them away
and only accessing them in designated safe zones.

“Operating plant requires full attention,” Petrina said.

“The risks of distraction are simply too high,” 

With strengthened pre-start checks, ongoing risk
assessments and a clear expectation that workers speak
up about hazards, Council’s goal is simple, ensuring
every worker, resident and road user returns home safely.

“Every safe shift means someone goes home to their
family at the end of the day,” Petrina said.

“That’s what this is really about.”

Barcoo Shire Council has recently implemented a cloud
based property management system to enhance the way
we manage our rental housing and deliver services to
tenants.

The new system represents a significant step forward in
improving tenancy management, maintenance tracking,
and overall service delivery. 

Manager Community Services, Darren Grimwade said
the new system allows Council to efficiently manage
lease renewals, routine inspections, and maintenance
requests through a single, integrated platform.

“One of the key improvements is the ability for tenants to
log maintenance requests quickly and easily through a
mobile app,” Darren said.

“This ensures that issues can be reported promptly,
tracked in real time, and addressed more efficiently.

“The system also provides improved visibility and
accountability, helping ensure that requests are
managed in a timely and consistent manner.”

The changes will also deliver long term benefits for the
broader community. 

“By improving efficiency and reducing administrative
overhead, the system helps optimise Council
productivity and minimise operational costs,” Darren
said.

“This ensures Council resources are used effectively
while continuing to provide quality housing services.”

Council NewsCouncil News
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SAFETY FIRST

Above and right: Petrina has been visiting our crews around the Shire.

HOUSING IN THE CLOUD



Barcoo Shire Council has secured over $2 million under
the Australian Government’s Growing Regions Program to
deliver significant upgrades to the rodeo, campdraft and
racing facilities in Jundah, Stonehenge and Windorah.

The project will see new LED lighting installed across all
three sites, including poles, underground power,
switchboards, and cabling. 

Jundah and Windorah will receive power upgrades, while
Stonehenge will be supported by a new generator.

Campers will also benefit from the installation of
bollards, allowing connection to power and water at each
facility.

Following a competitive tender process, Ecurb Electrical
Pty Ltd was awarded the contract, with Mithaka
Aboriginal Corporation engaged by them as a local
subcontractor.

Manager Community Services Darren Grimwade said the
project is a major investment in the Shire’s community
infrastructure.

“This upgrade will significantly improve safety, usability
and the overall experience at all three facilities,” Darren
said. 

“Importantly, the successful contractor is local and
providing work to other local businesses, keeping project
benefits flowing through our own communities.”

Ecurb Director, Daniel Bruce, owner of Bruce Air and
Electrical and now based in Windorah, is overseeing his
first major project for Council.

“I aim to engage local labour wherever possible across all
projects,” Daniel said. 

“We’ve commenced the Jundah project in partnership
with Mithaka, which has been a positive collaboration. 

“We’ve also been working closely with Dan Pitman and
his Council crew, whose support has been invaluable.

“While recent rainfall has caused some delays, work will
resume as soon as conditions allow.”

The project involves substantial upgrades to existing
infrastructure.

“We are overhauling the current electrical systems and
significantly expanding lighting to areas that were
previously unlit,” Daniel said.

“These improvements will support a greater number of
evening and night time events.”

The project remains scheduled for completion by the
required 31 October 2026.

Council NewsCouncil News
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SADDLING UP FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE

Mithaka digging trenches at Jundah Racecourse for the lighting upgrades.



Buy Local, BarcooBuy Local, Barcoo
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Thanks to the generosity of our Buy Local, Barcoo sponsors, the campaign is continuing for an extra four rounds!

Get your entries in at Stonehenge Hotel, Mervs Servo, Western Star Hotel, Windorah Post Office, Jundah
Roadhouse, River Country Tax and Accounting and the Jundah Post Office. 

Proudly supported by

Gayan Rathnasekara has joined Barcoo Shire Council as
our Procurement Advisor. 

Gayan spent the first five weeks of 2026 working in
Jundah and has now gone back to Canberra to pack up
his family and make the permanent move to the Barcoo. 

The Rathnasekara family will be regular faces around
town from 7 March, and Gayan’s daughter will be
attending Jundah State School.

Formerly from Sri Lanka, Gayan has been in Australia for
just over a year. Jundah is the family’s first outback
experience, and they are excited for their new adventure
and getting back into a climate a little closer to home.

Gayan brings 12 years of procurement experience from
the manufacturing sector and is enthusiastic about
leveraging his skills within a new industry.

“Integrity is key in procurement,” Gayan said.

MEET THE TEAM

“I’m looking forward to making Council’s procurement
process more user friendly for all parties.”

Once the family are settled in, Gayan is keen to try some
fishing and attending local events after having a great
time at the Jundah Golf Club Australia Day Celebrations.

The Rathnasekara family will be familiar faces from early March.



Council NewsCouncil News
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Rural, regional and remote communities can apply for up
to $10,000 to support local projects that make a real
difference through the Telstra Connected Communities
Grant.

Delivered by Telstra with the Foundation for Rural &
Regional Renewal, this grant supports grassroots ideas
that strengthen, sustain and connect communities.

Submissions close 26 March 2026.

More information or to apply:
https://www.telstra.com.au/exchange/telstra-
connected-communities-grants

NEW DATE!

https://www.telstra.com.au/exchange/telstra-connected-communities-grants
https://www.telstra.com.au/exchange/telstra-connected-communities-grants
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LAST CHANCE FOR GAMES ON FUNDING

Local sporting clubs and organisations are encouraged to
apply for funding under the $30 million Games On!
Grassroots Infrastructure Program, supporting upgrades
to community facilities ahead of the 2032 Olympic and
Paralympic Games.

Delivered through two streams, Field of Play and the
Partnership Fund, the program aims to improve local
infrastructure, increase participation, and create a
lasting community legacy.

The Field of Play stream supports smaller community
level projects such as shade structures, LED lighting and
facility upgrades. Funding ranges from $50,000 up to
$739,999 for remote and very remote LGAs, with a 10%
co-contribution required.

The Partnership Fund supports larger scale
developments including clubhouses and multi-use
precincts, with funding starting from $740,000 in remote
and very remote areas. A co-contribution of around 40%
is expected, with a minimum total project cost of $1
million.

As Queensland prepares for the 2032 Games, the
program is focused on ensuring the benefits of major
events reach local communities, backing the volunteers,
clubs and facilities that keep grassroots sport thriving.

This is the final opportunity to apply. Organisations
must register their interest by 18 March 2026.

More information or to register your group’s interest,
www.qld.gov.au/gameson 

COMMUNITY DIRECTORY UPDATE

Council is updating the Community Directory. If you

would like to be added to the directory, or update

your current details, please email

shire@barcoo.qld.gov.au by Friday, 20 March.

http://www.qld.gov.au/gameson
http://www.qld.gov.au/gameson
mailto:shire@barcoo.qld.gov.au
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LAST CHANCE FOR GAMES ON FUNDING
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Health & WellbeingHealth & Wellbeing
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Repeater TowersRepeater Towers


