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Hello Everyone

Hope all is well; This past week has brought some out of the blue storms through the
Jundah and Stonehenge areas with random falls totalling around 20mm. This has been
followed by what I guess would be our last cold snap. Spring is on our doorstep with the
days and nights warming up, what I call perfect weather.

Following the 2021 census the Field Officers have returned to collect completed forms;
they have reported some dwellings have not responded. If you were not home on the
night and have not completed your form or gone online it is not too late, residents are
able to go to   https://form.census.abs.gov.au/self-service/report-not-at-home and report
you were not home on the night. As I have highlighted before, these statistics are
important not only for the Government in determining needs into the future but for the
Shire when seeking funding for future projects.

You may have heard the recent news on the vaccination rollout in the Central West, congratulations to the Barcoo Shire
with some of the highest vaccination rates in the West. It has been reported Jundah is at 92% fully vaccinated and
Windorah 78% fully vaccinated. Thank you to the community as it is evident the fight against COVID is vaccination, we are
all in this together.

It was Rural Fire Service Week during August and awards were given to recognise the efforts of our volunteers. Jundah
fireman Glen Arrold was nominated for the Central Region Volunteer of the Year Award of which he was recognised for
his service to the Jundah community. Congratulations to Glen and big thank you to all the volunteers who offer their time
to keep communities safe.
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Windorah K&C and culverts – Base slab complete, culverts
placed currently backfilling
Windorah water treatment plant – progressing though due
to COVID and the contractor being NSW based some
aspects are on hold.
Jundah Hall – Works in progress, completion due end of
September
McPhellemy’s crossing – project in progress, boxed down
to foundation level ready for base slab
Haughtonvale Rd culvert/floodway – yet to commence
Yaraka Retreat Rd culvert/floodway – yet to commence
Stonehenge water treatment plant new shed and filter
upgrade – shed complete, filter upgrade remaining. 
Rural Addressing stage 2 – signs on site yet to be installed

The following is the externally funded project status update:

Sgt Arrold receiving his award of recognition from Darren King QFES Asst.
Commissioner Central Region 

https://form.census.abs.gov.au/self-service/report-not-at-home
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Darren Matheson’s crew are currently on Morney
Birdsville Rd pave and seal. Subgrade complete and
base layer currently in progress, concrete floodways
under construction.
Jason Beilby’s crew have completed Morney stage 2
project. They have recently relocated to Morney
Birdsville Rd boundary to commence a pave and seal.
The maintenance grader has recently moved to
Arrabury Rd to carry out maintenance grading.  If there
are sections of roads requiring immediate attention,
please notify Council.

The following is an update of our work crews and their
progress on roads around the Shire. 

Don’t forget, Council meetings are open to the public and all community
members are welcome. Council meetings are rotated around the three
towns and we notify via an online flyer of upcoming Council meeting dates
and times. The September meeting will be held in Jundah on the 15th.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me on the details below if you have any
queries or concerns.
           
Regards Sally
Mayor Barcoo Shire Council
Sally.oneil@barcoo.qld.gov.au
0424 791 449

Windorah WTP Jundah Hall toilet upgrade

Above and below: Morney Stage 2 seal

Windorah Virtue St culverts

McPhellemy’s crossing

mailto:Sally.oneil@barcoo.qld.gov.au


BSC’s First 5 Forever (F5F) event went ‘swimmingly’ well with 9 children and 7 adults in attendance.
Our under the sea theme proved popular with children learning about Our Amazing Reef, singing
songs and dancing away to Baby Shark! 

Children also played with various musical instruments and a fun fishing game! We look forward to
rolling this event out monthly in each town next month with the theme being ‘Father’s Day’. 

Come along to Stonehenge on the Thursday 2 September, Jundah Thursday 9 September and
Windorah Thursday 16 September for this months activities! Keep an eye out on socials for
reminders, or drop in and see one of our friendly staff for more details! 

Tourism numbers for August as at 28 August, Windorah Information Centre 552 visitors,
Stonehenge Information Centre 634 and Jundah Information Centre 228 visitors :) We are looking
forward to seeing some more friendly faces over the September school holiday period! 
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Left and Right Photos: Kids enjoying 
the First 5 Forever launch in Jundah
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The police family and local residents of the Barcoo shire
wish all the best to Senior Constable Peter Reid and wife

Bridie on their upcoming transfer to Jandowae. 
 

Peter and Bridie have been at Jundah for just on 4 years
and developed great relationships with people of the area. 

 
Sgt Arrold said "It will be sad to see the Reid family move

on, however wish them well in their in life down south.
Peter and Bridie developed well out here and the country
policing stands them in very good stead for this move." 

 
Sgt Arrold also said "I look forward to welcoming a new
family to Jundah however will greatly miss Bridie and

Peter and the kids."
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Merv and Cheryl Geiger Sports Complex
The Windorah Development Board (WDB) received correspondence from
the Barcoo Shire Council in early 2020, seeking their support in naming the
Windorah oval precinct after Mr Mervyn and Mrs Cheryl Geiger for their
contribution to the Windorah community. The Windorah Development
Board were unanimous in their support of this initiative, and recently the
signage for the ‘Merv and Cheryl Geiger Sports Complex’ has been erected.

Merv and Cheryl Geiger were tireless volunteers for the Windorah
community. They were active in catering activities; whether it was at the
rodeo, gymkhana or the Tanbar polocrosse. Over the years they raised
money for the RFDS, the Tennis Club and the Windorah P&C, amongst
other groups. No catering job was too big for Cheryl and smoko was
always available at her house.  Merv assisted the SES with transport of
goods during flood time, and has got hundreds of broken-down tourists
back on the road over the years. They initiated the Easter Fun Day event ‘a
long time ago’, said Merv, and have billeted a few prac students too. When
questioned about his contribution, Merv said, “We weren’t worried about
those things (who or what we were assisting), we just done them, we just
done things to help.” Merv is happy with the signage and recognition and
said, “It’s good, yeah, good.”

The WDB think this recognition is very fitting for the work and support
Merv and Cheryl gave to the Windorah community over many years. They
have gone above and beyond to serve, improve and make Windorah a
better place to live and the naming of the oval precinct will be a reminder
of the wonderful contribution they have made.

Merv & Cheryl Geiger

Merv & Cheryl Geiger Sport Complex sign
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The annual Wally Rae Sports was held at the Isisford Racecourse last Friday 20 August 2021. Jundah, Windorah,
Stonehenge and LSODE students from our shire performed well and demonstrated solid sportsmanship to cheer on
their peers and participate in a fun day of athletics. 

The champion school on the day was awarded to Stonehenge Superstars, with Jundah in second, and Windorah
placing third.

Congratulations to the Barcoo Shire athletes who received age champion awards; Olivia Batt, Lottie Taylor, Peyton
Weston, Sarah Campbell, Ruby Laidler, Bindi Geiger, Macie Laidler and Alice Miller. Chayce Smith was also awarded
the Linda Tindall Memorial Sportsmanship trophy. Great work kids!

Rural Lands Advisory Committee 

Community 

Funding

Purchase of Plant Equipment 

- Council appointed Peter Batt, Michael Campbell, George Gorringe, Sophia Levy, Geoff Seawright and Joe Tully as
members of the Rural Lands Advisory Committee for the term of the current Council plus three months.

- Include the Jundah SES Shed project in the 2021/22 Capital Budget for $142,996 (GST Exclusive) including dual
purpose skillion roof to shade Council’s plant and equipment being minus the contingency. 

- Council accepted the quote from Longreach Bolted Sheds for $51,814 (GST exclusive) for the supply and $27,037 (GST
exclusive) for the installation of a 5-bay shed and skillion for the Jundah State Emergency Services (SES). 

- Council approved a $500,000 maximum 2022/23 budget allocation from Phase 3 of the Local Roads and Community
Infrastructure Program to partially fund the Windorah Airport Upgrade project, subject to receiving sufficient external
funding to complete the project through the Building Our Regions program or other sources.

- Council endorsed the purchase of 1 x Toyota Hilux 4x4 SR 2.8 T Diesel Twin Cab, 1 x Toyota Hilux 4x4 SR 2.8L T Diesel
Single Cab, 1 x Caterpillar DP70NH Forklift (7 tonne) and 1 x Denyo DCA101 Generator. 

Stonehenge SuperstarsWindorah Winners



From April 2020, Mithaka Aboriginal Corporation established an office based in Windorah.  From which we have setup a
Land Management and Pastoral Service team of 6 and full camp facilities. This has been a direct result of the
employment of Joshua Gorringe MAC General Manager and Max Gorringe MAC Operations Manager. The development
of these roles is in alignment with Mithaka Aboriginal Corporations commitment to train and employ people in the rural
industry. Key roles are pest and weed control, erosion control and contract mustering. 

As Mithaka has worked toward these goals, we now have a more visual impact on the streetscape of Windorah, most
notably the pad now located next to the Mithaka Cemetery. Over the coming weeks, we will have a storage facility for
equipment and works. Mithaka would like to thank Smiley’s Transport and team for clearing and building a pad for the
new storage facility.

As one of our key goals is that Mithaka help grow and give back to the local community. Prior to the Windorah
Campdraft and Rodeo held recently, Mithaka staff removed the old chutes and helped build the new cutout pen,
prepped the arena, and helped with the handling of stock and on the gates. Mithaka would like to thank the Windorah
Rodeo Club and Jack and Josey (Yard and Fence builder) for the opportunity to work together and be a part of a
successful weekend.

For any further information please contract:
Joshua Gorringe
General Manager
Mithaka Aboriginal Corporation RNTBC
12 Albert Street, Windorah, QLD 4481
M. 0400 568 189
E. joshua.gorringe@mithaka.org.au
W. www.mithaka.org.au 

Regards,
Trudy Gorringe
Chairperson Mithaka Aboriginal Corporation RNTBC 

P A G E  9

C O M M U N I T Y  N O T I C E S

A U G U S T  2 0 2 1  |  V O L U M E  1 0B A R C O O  B A N T E R  

Mithaka Aboriginal Corporation

Some of Mithaka crew out on a job. Photo supplied.

mailto:joshua.gorringe@mithaka.org.au
http://www.mithaka.org.au/


This financial year, Council has been successful in an application to the RADF (Regional Arts Development Fund) to the
tune of $18,500! Council will then contribute $2035 bringing the total available for Community Projects to $20,535.
Council will only be hosting one RADF round this financial year with applications opening on the 1 September 2021 and
closing on the 31 December 2021. 

Projects that were presented to the RADF panel were a hopscotch mosaic in Windorah, Pallet Furniture Workshops in
all 3 towns, Photography Workshops in all 3 towns, Wire Garden Art for Jundah with Melinda Rogers and much more.
Those Community Groups that presented quotes or were involved in the initial consultation are now invited to apply
for funding to get these projects under way! Community & Tourism Coordinator Kerryn (Gypsy) Betts is available at any
time on 0400 524 217 if you need assistance with your application.

Along with the exciting workshops to come from the RADF Grant, Red Ridge Interiors from Blackall has secured
$33,160 in funding from the Community Drought Support Program for the project “Strong Community Wellbeing in the
hands of Creative Care’ to deliver even more arts and culture initiatives in the shire. Whilst still in the early stages of
finalising the details, these initiatives will be under way very soon with all members of the community invited to attend
at no cost. Council will actively advertise these events as they get underway. The opportunity that comes with these
workshops to learn new skills, be more active and encourage social cohesion is second to none for our Shire.

Council is working with the new Arts & Culture Advisory Committee with members from diverse backgrounds coming
on board to advise Council which direction our Shire wants to go regarding community Arts & Culture. This amazing
team of volunteers will be recommending to Council their preferred RADF grant applications for Council to make the
final decision on funding allocations. We are currently seeking 1 more member for the committee from the
Stonehenge area - contact Gypsy for further information.

If you are a recognised artist of any kind (EVERYTHING is art!) and would like to host some workshops, please touch
base with Gypsy and discuss your ideas.

These are very exciting times for our Shire, and we welcome any feedback from the community. We need our
community members to get behind these workshops – make the time to attend, learn something new and get to know
your community members…. the positives are endless!
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14 days of acquiring the dog
28 days of becoming a new resident of a region

Attention Barcoo Shire Residents, 

We are collecting dog registrations for the 2021/22 period, a maximum
of 2 dogs per house applies.

All dogs must be registered after 3 months of age or within:

An application for a permit to keep additional dogs can be lodged to
Council. A permit will only be 
issued if your application is approved.

Please have forms completed and sent to either Peter Pidgeon- RLO or
the Barcoo Shire Council PO Box. A dog registration form is attached at
the back of this newsletter.

For further information please contact your Land Protection Officer
Peter Pidgeon on 0459 028 596 or peter.pidgeon@barcoo.qld.gov.au 
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D O G  R E G I S T R A T I O N S

N E W  C O U N C I L  R U B B I S H  T R U C K
In July Barcoo Shire took delivery of a new rubbish truck. This truck is now servicing all three towns in the
shire and will be a welcome addition for staff and consumers alike. 

If you see the new truck on the road give it a wave! 

Council staff Malcolm Wright, Michelle Hockings, Chris Richards and Paul Hockings taking delivery of the new BSC Rubbish Truck with Warwick Hill from Honeycombes
Sales and Service.



 

 

 

ANIMAL REGISTRATION FORM 
Animal Management (Cats and Dog) Act 2008 
Section 44 

PRIVACY NOTICE 
Barcoo Shire Council is collecting the personal information you supply on this form for the purpose of confirming your ownership and updating 
registration records. The Council is authorised to do this under the Animal Management (Cats and Dogs) Act 2008. Some of this information may be 
provided to State Government Authorities for recording on registers and reporting purposes. Your personal details will not be disclosed to any other 
person or agency external to Council without your consent unless required or authorised by law. 

OWNER DETAILS   

Application Type:             New Registration        Change of Registration Details           Cancellation of Registration 

First Name:                                                                                Surname: 

Property Address: 

Postal Address:  

Phone:                                                  Work:                                                  Mobile: 

Pension Type:                                                                  Pension Card No: 

ANIMAL DETAILS    

Address:(where animal is kept)                                                                                   

Maximum of 2 dogs per household. An application for a permit to keep additional dogs can be lodged to Council. A permit will only 
be issued if your application is approved.  

DOG 1 DOG 2 

Animal Name: Animal Name: 

Animal Breed: Animal Breed: 

Animal Colour: Animal Colour: 

Gender:     Female      Male Gender:      Female     Male 

Desexed:         Yes        No Desexed:         Yes        No 

Animal Age: Animal Age: 

Microchip No: Microchip No: 

Tag Issue: Tag Issue: 

Other Information: 
I declare that the information I supplied on this application is complete, truthful and correct in every detail. 

Signature of Owner: Date: 
 

A 50% discount applies when renewing registration before due date and new animals registered within 14 days of owner becoming a resident. 

 

Dog Registration Fees Entire Dog $ 44.00 

 Desexed/QCCC Dog $ 22.00 

 Pensioner – Entire Dog $ 26.40 

 Pensioner – Desexed/QCCC Dog $ 11.00 

Regulated /Permit Dogs Restricted / Regulated/ Permit Dog $ 200.00 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

DOG 1 DOG 2 

Tag: $ Tag: $ 

Receipt Number:  

        Barcoo Shire Council 
ABN 34668298330                                                        

6 Perkins Street                                                                 
Po Box 14 

Jundah Qld 4736 
T: 07 46586900  
F: 07 46586955 

E: shire@barcoo.qld.gov.au 
W: barcoo.qld.gov.au 

 

mailto:shire@barcoo.qld.gov.au
http://www.barcoo.qld.gov.au/


Hello Everyone

Sir Wally Rae sports day celebrated its 50th birthday and we
had another wonderful day, thanks to Isisford school and
P&C for organising the event. Congratulations to Alice for age
champion and to all the students for their sportsmanship and
participation. There was also the comment that the three
Barcoo schools came first, second and third overall.

This week our school community farewell the Reid family and
wish them the very best for the future. 

 In the classroom we have been working to complete units as
next term is going to be very short. Students have been
writing feature articles and will now use a graphic organiser
to plan and write their feature article about fruit bats. They
have been practicing their conversations and will complete
these over the next fortnight. Students continue to work with
number and have also been doing shape and will start
measurement in Maths.

This term, the DRT, Mr Letts has been coming to the school
every second Thursday and Friday. He has been working with
the students and they are completing a health unit about
change and doing an Art unit looking at lines and shading.
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We are working towards the school review at the end of next
term.

The students’ have purchased some soccer nets and oz tag
equipment from their project club money. They had a lot of
decisions to make when purchasing the equipment and
deciding how their money was best spent. The pikelet
morning was very well supported and raised $300, thank you
to everyone for their generosity. All the ingredients were
donated and this was greatly appreciated.

Our school continues to experience a staff shortage and the
following positions will be advertised: teacher aide, general
and kindy; cleaner and administration officer. Please contact
the school for further details.

Yours in education
Chris Volker
Principal

Above: Jundah SS students
Below: Age Champion Alice Miller
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BACKGROUND 

The Drought Resilience Leaders Development 

Program is designed to build leadership resilience 

for the future in Australian rural, regional, and 

remote communities. There are three elements to 

the program: 

• Drought Resilience Leaders Development 

Program 

• Drought Resilience Leaders Mentoring Program 

• Community Extension Grants 

 

The Future Drought Fund is a long-term Australian 

government investment providing a sustainable 

source of funding to help Australian farmers and 

other community members s become more prepared 

for, and resilient to, the impacts of drought. 
 

DROUGHT RESILIENCE 

LEADERS MENTORING 

PROGRAM 

 
 
WHAT IS DROUGHT RESILIENCE 

LEADERS MENTORING (DRLM) 

The Drought Resilience Leaders Mentoring (DRLM) 

Program will see a national network of participants 

take part in a two-way learning process based on the 

sharing of information, experience and knowledge.  

The DRLM Program aims to create a supportive 

space for mentors and mentees to work together to 

achieve personal and professional goals. Mentees 

will be paired with a mentor to explore topics 

relating to self-development and agricultural  

operations including sustainable farming practices, 

environment and ecosystem management, 

diversification DRM participants will have access to a 

range of resources and activities throughout the  

program and will become alumni of the Australian 

Rural Leadership Foundation (ARLF) post program.  

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE? 

The Drought Resilience Leaders Mentoring Program 

is open to eligible applicants across Australia. There 

are no geographical requirements to participate in 

DRLM and the program will be conducted primarily 

online so wherever you are in Australia, take this 

opportunity to invest in yourself, your business and 

region. The DRLM program welcomes those who 

identify as farmers to participate as mentees. Farmers 

can also apply to be mentors in this program as can 

anyone with expertise and/or experience in 

agriculture and related areas including climate and 

drought resilience.   

HOW TO APPLY 

Apply to participate as either a mentor or mentee in 

the DRLM Program via the ARLF website when 

applications open in mid-July 2021. 

 

 

https://rural-leaders.org.au/our-programs/drought-resilience-leaders/


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

DROUGHT RESILIENCE 

LEADERS DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAM  

 

WHAT IS THE LEADERS DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAM? 

The Drought Resilience Leaders Development 

Program is an innovative community led approach 

to build leadership skills that benefit the resilience of 

regions. The program aims to build a national 

network of leaders equipped to meet the challenges 

of the future.   

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE? 

The program is open to individuals 18 years and over 

who reside and/or work within the 12 selected 

regions below. There is no restriction on the industry 

or sector that individuals work in.  

WHERE CAN I PARTICIPATE? 

The program will be held over three sessions in the 

following 12 regions: 

 

• Goulburn Valley Vic 

• Central West Qld 

 

 

 

 

 

• Northern Wheatbelt WA 

• Gascoyne- Murchison WA 

• Mallee Vic 

• South West Qld 

• Eyre Peninsula – West SA 

• Murray Lands SA 

• Western NSW 

• North West Slopes & Plains NSW 

• Katherine region NT and 

• North East Tas 

 

Throughout the program participants will be eligible 

to apply for community extension grants that aim to 

strengthen the future of the selected regions.  

HOW TO APPLY 

If you live or work in one of the 12 selected regions 

you can apply via the ARLF website. Applications will 

open mid-July 2021 for Goulburn Valley VIC & 

Central West QLD, please visit our website for the 

opening date of all other regions.  

NEED MORE INFORMATION? 

Please call ARLF on 02 6281 0680, email 

droughtresilience@rural-leaders.org.au, follow our 

social media channels @ARLFNews or visit the ARLF 

website https://rural-leaders.org.au/our-

programs/drought-resilience-leaders/ 

https://rural-leaders.org.au/our-programs/drought-resilience-leaders/
mailto:droughtresilience@rural-leaders.org.au
https://rural-leaders.org.au/our-programs/drought-resilience-leaders/
https://rural-leaders.org.au/our-programs/drought-resilience-leaders/
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