


P A G E  1 0

A P R I L  2 0 2 2  |  V O L U M E  1 8B A R C O O  B A N T E R  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 

The Barcoo Shire welcomes Megan Miller to the
Community Development Officer Role. 

Megan is looking forward to positively impacting our
community and helping to enrich the shire’s arts and
cultural activities and events. Megan is a familiar face
having grown up in the Barcoo Shire at Tenham Station,
outside Windorah and currently lives with her husband
Andrew and their four daughters at Braidwood Station,
near Jundah. 

Please feel free to contact Megan for any of your
Community Development needs including community
events, arts and culture and community grants/funding
queries. 

Email: megan.miller@barcoo.qld.gov.au
Mobile: 0429 172 058

FUNDING
Council have been successful in securing a State Emergency Service Support Grant for the Jundah SES Shed concrete
driveway. The shed is underway already and the driveway will be installed in the second half of this calendar year.

JOB VACANCIES 



We currently have a Final Trim Grader Operator and the CEO position open for applications. To view our job vacancies
please click the following link www.barcoo.qld.gov.au/about-council/employment/job-vacancies

C O U N C I L  N E W S
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C O U N C I L  N E W S  C O N T I N U E D . . .

Council discontinued the Small Business Support Officer project. Council redirected the
associated unexpended Queensland Health funds ($24,738) to a one-off competitive funding
application program for Barcoo Shire community groups to support local events conducted
between 1 June 2022 and 31 October 2022. Council approved that any such grant allocation
sits outside the Community Grants Policy and does not affect the $5,000 annual limit per
organisation stipulated in the policy.

Following a successful Fishing Infrastructure Grant application for $48K for the Cooper’s Creek
Day Area, Councillors approved to contribute $6.6K to allow this project to go ahead. 

Council dissolved the Works and Services Advisory Committee in accordance with Section 265
of the Local Government Regulation 2012.

Council ceased the operation of the Performance and Productivity Advisory Committee,
effective immediately, due to unsuccessful advertising campaign for independent members.

COMMUNITY SERVICES

TOWN SERVICES 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S

CORPORATE SERVICES

Council crews from Jundah had to boat across the Thomson River on Friday 29/04/22 to get back
to their camps on the other side of Windorah. The Jundah-Windorah road will be closed until the
flood has subsided. 

A P R I L  C O U N C I L  M E E T I N G  W R A P  U P



GIVE MUM A LASTING MOTHERS DAY PRESENT
For those people who haven't bought anything for
Mother’s Day tomorrow it may be time to consider a green
present. With a little thought and planning, you can give
Mum her special flowers still growing and flowering and
able to be planted in the garden, providing years of
pleasure instead of just days. 

The first choice is potted Chrysanthemums. They are
available in a wide range of decorator colours, and you can
choose the flowers to match or blend in with your
mother's colour schemes. If your mother prefers the
traditional Mother’s Day flowers, the potted
Chrysanthemums are still available with the pure white
blooms. 

Did you know that the white Chrysanthemum means truth,
the bronze excitement, the pink sharing, the yellow secret
admirer and mauve means wellness? After the time of
flowering inside is over, the Chrysanthemums can be
planted out into an open garden, or kept in the container
for another season.  

For the non-traditionalists, why not try a different
flowering gift like a clumping plant. Dietes bicolor or Wild
Iris is an easy to grow perennial with erect, narrow sword
shaped green leaves. Pale yellow Iris-like flowers appear
during the warmer times of the year. Dietes bicolor is
suitable for a full sun to part shade position, is frost
tolerant and requires little water once established. For
those who look for meaning in a plant, Iris means
'inspiration' and that sums up most Mums.  

If you want to just say thank you to Mum for her
‘generosity’ than a Honeysuckle would be the perfect gift.
Tecomaria capensis or Cape Honeysuckle is an evergreen
medium to tall scrambling shrub with shining green leaves
and clusters of orange-red tubular flowers over a long
period. It is useful as a hedge or screen plant. It must be
pruned hard annually to control its long, trailing growth.
There is also an apricot flowering form called Harmony
Gold and a yellow form available.

A favourite plant variety that is virtually indestructible in
Central Queensland gardens would have to be the Bird of
Paradise or Strelitzia reginae. That is grown for its
spectacular flowers that are used all over the world for cut
flowers. Flowers have orange petals and blue flowers on
long stems and it will bloom most of the year. The Bird of
Paradise is an evergreen perennial that can grow to 2m in
most situations. The meaning of this plant is joyfulness.

For people considering a beautiful creeper for an archway
or trellis, you should consider giving a Jasminum
polyanthum. This is a richly fragrant, hardy evergreen
climber, with a vigorous, twining habit. It has small leaves
and its large clusters of pink buds open to highly perfumed
white star shaped flowers in late winter and spring. It will
grow in most soils in full sun or part shade and is also
suitable for windy sites. With the meaning of 'grace and
elegance', it is perfect as a Mother’s Day flower. 

If you would like to thank your mother for ‘commitment to
you’ then I would have to suggest the Rosemary.
Rosmarinus officinalis or Rosemary has strongly scented
foliage and it has always been believed that enhances the
memory. It is a small woody shrub with fine, grey, scented
foliage. Rosemary produces lavender-blue flowers
throughout autumn, winter and spring. This hardy shrub
has a good tolerance of drought and frost.
 
These are all great plants even if your Mums thumb is
brown rather than green! It may be worth taking the time
to visit your local nurseries this weekend to plan the
present for your Mum this Mother’s Day. 

Neil Fisher, Fisher's Nursery Rockhampton
M: 0408 282440       E: fishersnursery@bigpond.com
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On March 11, 2022 at the University of Queensland
Anthropology Museum, the Mithaka people of far south-
western Queensland were pleased to open an exhibition
on Channel Country. The touring exhibition is a
collaboration between the University of Queensland, the
Mithaka people, and pioneering families - the Duncan-
Kemp and the Debney Families, and life in the Channel
Country from the late 1800’s through to now. The content
includes never-before-seen recorded interviews, traditional
Channel Country artefacts and tools, photography,
scientific discoveries including world-class hand built
expansive stone quarries and much, much more. 

For those who can’t make it to Brisbane, the exhibition will
tour to Winton in July, followed by various locations in
Queensland for the next 2 years.

For more information  follow the link below: 

https://anthropologymuseum.uq.edu.au/exhibitions/kirren
derri-heart-channel-country
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Tracey Hough, Mithaka Aboriginal Corporation, Mandana Mapar Curator,
University of Queensland Anthropology Museum, Joshua Gorringe GM

Mithaka Aboriginal Corporation and Shawnee Gorringe Mithaka
Aboriginal Corporation, at the launch of the UQ Anthropology Museum

0984

Tom Griffiths, Michael Westaway, Shawnee Gorringe, Minister Craig Crawford,
Tracey Hough and Mandana Mapar at the UQ Anthropology Museum launch

of Kirrenderri, Heath of the Channel Country, March 11 2022.

Ministers Craig Crawford and Joshua Gorringe 0993.

Max Gorringe and Tracey Hough Mithaka, Kirrenderri Heart of the Channel
Country exhibition launch with important family keepsakes, hats belonging to

family members- drovers on Channel Country in the 2000s. (0979)

https://anthropologymuseum.uq.edu.au/exhibitions/kirrenderri-heart-channel-country
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W I N D O R A H

J U N D A H

S T O N E H E N G E

Across the shire locals and travellers alike gathered in Jundah, Stonehenge and Windorah to commemorate ANZAC Day.
See images from the day below. 

Glen Arrold in the last 2 years has began recognising local Barcoo Shire Residents and their families who fought in Wars.
Each year he tells the story of one past local resident, we hope this tradition will continue into the years to come. This year
the story was about John Leahy Tully formally of Tenham Station who was killed in 1942. Due to the rain both the dawn
and morning services were moved to the town hall both were well attended considering the wet weather. 

Lottie Taylor receiving the "Quilpie RSL Best Trier
Award'

Windorah Community and guests at the morning service

Di Pidgeon doing a reading & Stonehenge Community at the morning service

Grace Miller doing a reading
ANZAC wreaths

Jundah morning service
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Western Queensland Alliance of Councils 
Charleville: 9 – 11th March 2022 

 

COMMUNIQUE 
 

“Out West Where the Stars are Brightest” was the theme of the 2022 Western Queensland Alliance of Councils 

(WQAC) Assembly where a record 205 delegates, sponsors, government and industry participants convened at 

the Charleville Town Hall from Wednesday 9th to Friday 11th March.  

Officially opened by the Hon Dr Steven Miles MP, Deputy Premier, Minister for State Development, 

Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning and Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure, 

the Deputy Premier congratulated WQAC on its collaborative approach, focused agenda and resolve to tackle 

the most pressing issues for Western Queensland. In recognition of our efforts, the Deputy Premier announced 

a partnership agreement with WQAC to financially support the development of Local Housing Action Plans as 

part of WQAC’s approach to address the housing challenges in Western Queensland.  

The predominant focus of the Assembly was the forthcoming Federal Election where participants engaged with 
the Hon David Littleproud MP, Member for Maranoa, Minister for Agriculture and Northern Australia and 
Deputy Leader of the National Party and Senator the Hon James McGrath, Senator for Queensland, Deputy 
Government Whip in the Senate on key issues critical to the further development and growth of Western 
Queensland. Minister Littleproud committed a re-elected Liberal-National Government to the continuation of 
existing local government funding programs for the regions; the continuation of the Local Roads and 
Community Infrastructure Program and his desire to obtain veto powers over the granting of new carbon 
farming projects.  
 
Minister Littleproud committed the National Party to continue pursuing Zonal Taxation Reform and the 
payment of the HELP debt for graduate doctors and nurses who commit to work in rural and remote Australia. 
Senator McGrath highlighted the uncertainty and impacts of the current geo-political upheaval in Europe and 
Russian attacks on Ukraine, which would see increases in the cost of living in Australia. 
 
From a Labor perspective the Hon Catherine King MP, Shadow Minister for Infrastructure, Transport and 

Regional Development committed Labor to work with Councils and assured the Assembly that Western 

Queensland will not be left behind if elected.  She indicated that Labor, when previously in Government, had 

supported the regions and would do so again. Senator Murray Watt, Shadow Minister for Northern Australia, 

Shadow Minister for Natural Disaster and Emergency Management, Shadow Minister for Queensland 

Resources, and Senator for Queensland, congratulated WQAC on its collaborative approach to the identification 

and advocacy on rural and remote issues. He indicated Labor is committed to fair funding to local government, 

local government membership of National Cabinet and the re-introduction of the Australian Council of Local 

Governments.  

Senator Watt acknowledged the housing challenges in Western Queensland and spoke to Labor’s commitment 

to the introduction of a ‘Housing Australia Future Fund’.  On digital connectivity, Senator Watt indicated that 

Labor would take on board WQAC’s Digital Connectivity Blueprint in the development of Labor’s digital 

connectivity policies. Further, he indicated Labor’s commitment to a Disaster Ready Fund of $200M per year 

for mitigation and resilience projects. 
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In the context of election commitments, the Assembly’s keynote speakers, Stephen Koukoulas, Managing 

Director - Market Economics and economics advisor to former Prime Minister Julia Gillard and Luke Myers, 

Communications and Engagement Strategist – Articulous Communications, provided advice on influencing the 

parties prior to the election as well as the Government of the day no matter who was elected. Elevating our 

pitch and differentiating our message from the multitude of others was key to securing outcomes. Being honest 

and presenting real facts including the dollar benefit to the region and nation, including jobs, were key elements 

in a successful pitch. Likewise, being bold, being clear and being consistent would help showcase how Western 

Queensland can be - “the answer”. 

Cr Samantha O’Toole, Mayor of Balonne Shire Council and Chair of SWQROC highlighted in her presentation 

how WQAC was seeking to present answers through its body of work on housing, digital connectivity, financial 

sustainability and roads infrastructure.  This was followed by a presentation from David Arnold, CEO of RAPAD 

on WQAC’s draft Federal Election Campaign which, among other things, is calling for a ‘Western Queensland 

Productivity Partnership’, a new Regional Home Guarantee Scheme, and funding for WQAC’s Digital 

Connectivity Blueprint. 

Segueing to the State and National levels Alison Smith, CEO of the LGAQ spoke in detail about LGAQ and ALGA’s 

Federal Election Campaigns and the theme of “Don’t Leave Local Communities Behind”. 

The Assembly received a presentation from Tony Wood AM, from the Grattan Institute in which he delivered a 

clear outline of the threats and opportunities for Western Queensland likely to arise from global and national 

commitments to Net Zero and this was subsequently reinforced in the presentation by Matthew Andrew, 

General Manager, Queensland Operations from Trade and Investment Queensland. 

Other presentations received by the Assembly included: 

• New approaches to workforce management in a post pandemic world 

• Building and investing in community resilience as part of disaster management planning 

• An overview of the recommendations in the 2021 Regional Telecommunications Review and achieving 

digital by default for Western Queensland 

• Insights into the Queensland Government’s new Trade and Investment Strategy including case studies 

on successful and upcoming business investments in Western Queensland 

• Progress on addressing the housing challenge through WQAC led initiatives, and 

• Local community partnerships to address the age care crisis. 

The Assembly was also addressed  by Dr John Gerrard, Queensland Chief Health Officer who explained how the 

COVID-19 pandemic had taken us on an unexpected journey. 

In recognition of the support received in Western Queensland from metropolitan and coastal councils in times 

of drought and flood, the Assembly proposed the 22 WQAC councils financially contribute to the Premier’s 

Flood Appeal for the 22 local government disaster declared areas from the Wide Bay to the South East 

Queensland corner – “Twenty-two for Twenty-Two!”. 

Other key actions endorsed at the Assembly include: 

1. Writing to both the Queensland Premier and Deputy Premier stating WQAC’s support for the revised 

Financial Assistance Grants allocations resulting from the 2021 Methodology Review, noting however, the 

decreased allocations to Bulloo Shire Council and Maranoa Regional Council which are unacceptable to 

these councils.  
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2. Writing to the Queensland Local Government Grants Commission seeking the release of the newly adopted 

methodology as soon as possible given the review’s stated objective of ‘transparency’. 

3. Calling on the major parties contesting the 2022 Federal Election to protect all existing local government 

grant and subsidy programs recognising the tight fiscal environment over the next term of Government. 

4. Supporting the ALGA campaign to commit to a progressive increase in Financial Assistance Grants to at least 

one percent of Commonwealth taxation revenue (at least $4.5 billion per year), and an initial injection of 

additional Financial Assistance Grants funding. 

5. Formally thanking the Deputy Premier for the State Government’s financial support of WQAC’s housing 

initiatives, and 

6. Calling on the State Government to increase Transport Infrastructure Development Scheme (TIDs) funding 

in the next State Budget to offset the recent losses experienced by some Western Queensland Regional 

Roads and Transport Groups as a result of the Department of Transport and Main Roads using new local 

government road length data reported by councils to the Queensland Local Government Grants 

Commission. 

 

Delegates thanked Murweh Shire Council and Mayor Zoro Radnedge for hosting the Assembly and extending 

such warm South West Queensland hospitality to all involved, and the generous support of sponsors and 

exhibitors for the Assembly.  

 

Delegates noted that the actions identified in this Communique will be actioned through the WQAC Leadership 

Group and where necessary individual councils and form the basis for ongoing advocacy and representation. 

 
11th March 2022 


