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Send to us, tag us, share with us your best photo to feature in our monthly 
newsletter! 

Jundah, Stonehenge & Windorah students enjoying the last week of Term 1 at Jundah SS
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Cracking shot by Council employee Brian Dayes



Hello Everyone

Hope all is well. School holidays are upon us already with Easter weekend only a week
away, the year is slipping by.  I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a
Happy Easter and safe travels if you're going away. I think we can finally see the end of
the wet season and the temperatures beginning to drop, should be perfect weather for a
little while once the sandflies leave us alone. 

Thank you to those residents who participated in the community survey.  A total of 90
residents provided responses to the survey representing approximately 38% of the adult
population of the Shire. This provides Council with a strong level of confidence in the
validity of the results.

The survey was primarily conducted to determine Council’s performance from two years
ago when we conducted the same survey. I am pleased to report that we have shown
some good improvement in some of our operational areas and as an organisation. 
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In saying that, we still have further to go in improving our performance in a number of areas. We will certainly be using
the results of the survey to inform our upcoming budget and our priorities over the next couple of years. To allow us to
determine our ongoing level of performance, we intend to run a similar process in about two years.

It will take us a little while to process and address the comments provided in the survey. In the meantime, if there is
anything at all that you believe needs addressing or sorted out, please contact Council on 4658 6900 or
shire@barcoo.qld.gov.au. Alternatively, please don’t hesitate to contact me or any of our other Councillors. To view the
results of the survey click on this link. https://www.barcoo.qld.gov.au/about-council/have-you-say-consult

At the February Council meeting Peter Pidgeon was presented with a gift and certificate of appreciation for his service to
the Barcoo Shire Council where he served as Rural Lands Officer for 21 years.
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The following is the externally funded project status update:  
Windorah water treatment plant – in operation.
McPhellemy’s crossing – Due to recent wet weather event delays to be expected.
Mt Felix floodway – Project due to commence April
Ray Paynter culvert/floodway – scheduled to be completed before May/June
Floodway Yaraka Retreat Rd near Trafalgar – Project due to commence May
Stonehenge water treatment plant new shed and filter upgrade – plans are being finalised with procurement
commencing.

The following is the externally funded project status update: 

The following is an update of our work crews and their progress on roads around the Shire.  Darren Mattheson’s crew
have completed shoulders on the Jundah Windorah Rd and have relocated to Jundah Winton Rd to do flood damage.
Jason Beilby’s crew are continuing Windorah Bedourie Rd at Morney, seal due 17th April.

The maintenance grader is currently doing emergency work for flood damage on Yaraka Retreat Rd. If there are
sections of roads requiring immediate attention, please notify Council.

Contractor Crew have completed flood damage on the Budgerygar Rd and now on the Wuringle Rd. doing flood
damage.

Don’t forget, Council meetings are open to the public and all community members are welcome. Council meetings are
rotated around the three towns, and we notify via an online flyer of upcoming Council meeting dates and times. The
next meeting will be held in Jundah on the 19th of April 2023.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me on the details below if you have any queries or concerns.

Regards Sally
Mayor Barcoo Shire Council
Sally.oneil@barcoo.qld.gov.au
0424 791 449
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Council’s 2023 Community Survey has closed and the data collated. To view the results please visit the Have Your
Say section on our website https://www.barcoo.qld.gov.au/about-council/have-you-say-consult

 Council approved the following: in-kind community grant of $1,000 for the Yellowbelly Hunt fishing competition
run by the Windorah State School P & C Association and; payment of $1,500 to the Windorah State School P & C
Association for the sponsorship of the 2023 Yellowbelly Hunt fishing competition.

MARCH COUNCIL MEETING WRAP UP 
All Barcoo Shire Council minutes can be downloaded for public viewing on our Publishing Portal at the following link
https://myportal.barcoo.qld.gov.au/public/publications

CEO REPORTS 

COMMUNITY SERVICES REPORTS

JUNDAH TRANSPORTABLE HOUSES - REQUEST FOR QUOTES - VP344742
Subject to the Department of State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning’s approval to
amend the scope of the project as part of the Local Government Grants and Subsidies Program funding agreement,
Council approves the awarding of an appropriate contract to Bay Investments Qld Pty Ltd T/A Oly Homes to the value
of $1,555,689.67 excluding GST to construct, deliver and establish to a full turnkey level, 3 x 2 bedroom transportable
houses at 25 Garrick Street Jundah.

The Barcoo Shire Council holds its next Ordinary Meeting on Wednesday 19 April 2023 at the Jundah Council
Chambers, commencing at 8:00am. Council meetings are open to the public. Councillors and the Chief Executive
Officer would like to extend an invitation to members of the community to join them for morning tea, commencing
at 10:30am. This is an excellent opportunity to meet with Councillors and senior Council staff to discuss ideas or
matters of concern you may have. Council encourages community engagement and interest, and we hope to see
members of the community at our Council meetings or joining us for morning tea.

P A G E  5

C O U N C I L  N E W S

M A R C H  2 0 2 3  |  V O L U M E  2 9B A R C O O  B A N T E R  

Cooking classes
Art classes and workshops
Dances and dance classes
Outdoor theatre
Cinema days
Story sharing
Trivia and games
Excursions and bus trips
Walks and fun runs
Sports
Technology classes
Opportunities to make new friends

For all inquiries including how to source funding please contact our Community Development Officer Megan
Miller on 0429 172 058 or email megan.miller@barcoo.qld.gov.au. 

Seniors Month 2023 Grants – Funding to host an event during Queensland Seniors Month 2023 that fosters
social connections, challenges perception on ageing, creates opportunities to learn new skills and improves
physical and mental wellbeing.

Community groups can apply for the grant to organise a seniors month activity. Some examples of activities
are below. 

 https://qldseniorsmonth.org.au/                     Closes 30th April 2023. 

G R A N T S  A N D  F U N D I N G

https://www.barcoo.qld.gov.au/about-council/have-you-say-consult
https://myportal.barcoo.qld.gov.au/public/publications
mailto:megan.miller@barcoo.qld.gov.au
https://qldseniorsmonth.org.au/apply-for-a-grant/
https://qldseniorsmonth.org.au/apply-for-a-grant/
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More details to come regarding the times and
places of the Jundah and Windorah ANZAC Day

services. 
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It is important to only use native plant food or low
phosphorus fertilisers on your Sturt's Desert Pea. It is also
important not to wet the foliage as that could cause fungal
diseases.

IT’S TIME FOR SWEET PEAS

Have you thought about planting a fragrant winter
flowering wall of colour? The Sweet Pea or Lathyrus
odoratus could be the perfect plant. Traditionally Sweet
Peas should be planted around St. Patrick's Day but you
can sow seed until Anzac Day and still be successful.
Locally Sweet Peas have been grown in many Central
Queensland gardens for more than 100 years. 

Sweet Peas made excellent cut flowers as well as
producing showy winter floral displays. This plant could be
used in a number of locations from covering a trellis or
screens to being great for pots or hanging baskets. These
days there are a wide variety flower colours to the
gardener. These colours range from white, blue, lavender,
purple and pink through to red.

One of the best large growing Sweet Pea hybrids for
growing in the Western Queensland is the Sweet Pea
Colorama. This colourful hybrid on the Lathyrus odoratus
is perfect for planting along fences. The sweet fragrant
flowers range in colour from purple, blue, pink, burgundy,
red and white flowers. It is ideal for cuttings as the fragrant
blooms are carried on long the entire stems.

If you are purchasing packets of Sweet Pea seed always
check that the seed is Australian. Sweet Peas are fairly
hardy but few handy hints for success should include
Sweet Pea seed will rot in wet soil. Ideally it would be
helpful if dolomite was added to the Sweet Pea garden last
month. When preparing the seed soak the Sweet Pea seed
in water over night to soften the seed coat. Always water
the soil where the seed is to be planted then water the
garden after planting the seed. But then don't water again
until the seed has sprouted.

Neil Fisher
Fisher's Nursery

BLOOMING STURTS DESERT PEA

Gardening in Western Queensland can have numerous
challengers but then there are times that I am envious of
the array of unique plant species that can be grown in
Barcaldine, Blackall, Longreach or Winton. One plant that I
would love to have in my garden would be the Sturts Desert
Pea. 

The Sturt's Desert Pea or Swainsona formosa was formerly
called Clianthus formosus and is soon to be known as
Willdampia formosa, confused? This plant is the official
floral emblem of South Australia's and was named for
Charles Sturt who headed a number of expeditions into
Australia's arid interior in the mid 1800's.

The Sturt's Desert Pea is a prostate, rambling plant with soft
grey green foliage. In the right position the Sturt's Desert
Pea can cover over 2 square metres. It is the flower that the
Sturt's Desert Pea is known for, the striking blood red
flowers with prominent black bumps in the middle of the
flower. There are number of hybrids on the market in
dryland areas of Australia with flower colours from white
through to red and many shades of pink in between. Most
of these hybrid Sturt's Desert Peas have been grafted to the
rootstock of the New Zealand native plant called New
Zealand glory pea or Clianthus puniceus, which is not
susceptible to root diseases. 

In its natural environment the Sturt's Desert Pea grows
from the edge of the open woodland to the open plains.
Sturt's Desert Pea can withstand extremes of temperature,
and it will even tolerate light frosts. 

If you want to try growing the Sturt's Desert Pea in a pot or
hanging basket, you will need to modify the potting mix to
make sure the mix is very well drained. The place your
Sturt's desert pea would be best positioned on the northern
or western side of the house and protected from rain.

Sturt's Desert Pea has an exceptionally long taproot that
can locate water deep in the soil. When planted in the
garden the Sturt's Desert Pea should always be located in a
mounded garden.

Like most native plants it is best to regularly tip prune the
plant to encourage compact growth. It is always best to cut
back old stems after flowering, as this will encourage new
growth from the centre of the plant. 
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Left - Sweet Peas. Middle - Sturts Deserts Pea
Right - Lathyrus odoratus pink
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Windorah State School - Term One Wrap Up
As we enjoy the Swimming, Music, Sports and Robotics activities on offer at Jundah Swim Camp this week, it’s a
great opportunity to reflect on a busy and productive term 1 at Windorah. Our students have worked hard and
made some amazing progress in their work at school, especially with writing.

We have hosted a variety of visitors with different purposes from Charleville, Birdsville, Longreach, Emerald,
Gladstone, Rockhampton and Brisbane (I’m sure there’s a song that could be written from that!)

We have also completed the rejuvenation of the old chook shed area, with garden beds constructed and a new
open space created. This will be a lovely place to relax, read, draw and chill out. Thanks to Rob for his hard work on
this project.

Next term will see the upgrade of our irrigation system at the rear of the school to create a site for a cricket pitch
and some football posts. We will keep you up to date as that project progresses.

We hope everyone has a relaxing and happy Easter break and look forward to welcoming the school community
back at the start of Term 2. Don't forget our P&C raffle currently running to win a boat, scan the QR code with your
phone to get your tickets! Drawn at the Windorah Yellowbelly Hunt, April 29 and 30.

Brett Scarffe
Acting Principal
Windorah State School
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Year 5/6 students from the Outback Advantage Alliance (Jundah, Stonehenge, Windorah) have just
returned from a big few days in Brisbane. We attended the 2023 Dream & Lead Conference at the
Brisbane Convention Centre with over 500 students from primary schools all over Queensland. The
conference focused on building confidence in our leaders and taking them out of their comfort zone.

Our group also used this time to tour the campus of Brisbane State High School with over 3800
students. We joined a grade 10 science class and met the year 7 coordinator. With many of kids
attending boarding school over the next 2 years it gave them a great insight into high school life. After
lunch we attended a tour at parliament house and even acted out a scene in the lower house. This
tied in with our democracy unit in Hass and it was a perfect opportunity to see everyone put their
knowledge into action. Students also had a chance to navigate Brisbane’s public transport network
including busses, trains and city cats. 

Thank you for this wrap up Col Crowther, Jundah State School. 
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